North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
1 May 2024 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Lisa Edwards, Tim Bennett and Richard Farrar. Also present Mike Richards (Clerk). 
1. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman
Chairman - Mary Hopkins - proposed by Lisa Edwards and seconded by Tim Bennett – elected nem con.
Vice Chairman – Barbara Massey (in her absence) was proposed for re- election by Mary Hopkins, seconded by Lisa Edwards and was duly elected nem con.

2. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Barbara Massey, John Ellacott, and  Nathan Hull (NYC)  The Chairman welcomed Richard Farrar to his first meeting. 
3.  Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meeting of 6th March 2024:
- siting of Village Pump – it was agreed that the alcove behind the War Memorial was the most appropriate location. Quotations will be sought for the building of a stone base for the pump, but it will not be connected to a water supply. The Chairman and Clerk will follow up.
- D-Day celebration – it had been agreed that the lighting of a beacon, as per other national celebrations, would not be appropriate so the Parish Council, in conjunction with the Square and Compass, has arranged an “old style” Fish and Chip supper on the evening of 7th June. A donation will be made to a military charity (as yet unidentified) from the takings.
- there were no matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting
             The minutes of the meeting were then agreed as a true record. Proposed by Cllr Edwards, 
             seconded by Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      4.     Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      5.     Administration
              a) 1st Aid training. The clerk had obtained 2 quotes for group training which were assessed as 

              expensive and probably beyond what was actually required. What is needed is a refresher on 

              the use of the defibrillator and brief instruction on immediate emergency first aid. The clerk 

              will contact Yorkshire Ambulance Service to ascertain what may be available.
              b) Nominations to enable attendance at YLCA Branch meetings. Councillors considered but 

              no further action ensued.
      4.     Finance. 
              a) Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards Mar Salary

				£215.03


	M Richards Apr Salary

				£215.03


	HMRC - PAYE

				£131.34


	HMRC - PAYE

				£131.34


	Bank charges March-April

				£10.00


	YLCA subscription

				£227.00


	M Richards - security software

				£54.99


	M Richards - printer paper

				£9.50


	Almond Garden Services - Jan

				£219.50


	Business Stream - water charge

			£15.26



	
	
	
	
	

	Councillors approved the above 10 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets.
b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) The Clerk went through all the requirements of this document.  
i) Annual Governance Statement - Councillors had examined the Annual Governance Statement prior to the meeting and were satisfied that the Parish Council’s system of internal control is sound and fully meets all conditions of the Statement. It was therefore resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement 2023/24.
ii) Annual Accounting Statements (AAS) – the Council’s Annual Accounts had been approved at the Annual Parish Meeting and the clerk explained how the AAS was compiled from the Annual Accounts. Councillors had no questions over the content of the Accounts and formally approved the AAS.  
iii) Councillors confirmed that they were happy for the Chairman and Clerk to sign off the AGAR and the Certificate of Exemption, when the Annual Internal Audit Review is finalised, which he will circulate to councillors.

c) Donations. Annual donations were agreed as:
     - church £100, plus “room hire”

     - Royal British Legion (Wreaths) - £75

     - Village News - £150.
	
	
	
	


 5.   Planning
 Applications
  a) ZC24/01129/FUL- Land Comprising Field At 428221 449573 
  Councillors discussed and were in complete agreement that an OBJECT submission should 
  be made. Reasons were:
    
- unwarranted intrusion in Green Belt
 

- dangerous highway issue (entry/exit on Rigton Hill/High Moor Road)
 

- interference with bridleway/PROW
  
- barn design out of keeping with environment (as quoted in previous refused 
                 application for agricultural barn on same site)
  In addition, the land was sold with a covenant forbidding any building to be constructed in 
  this field. The clerk will submit a response to include the above facts.  
  Decisions and Enforcement 
  b) ZC24/00518/FUL - Proposed single storey front extension: Whitegates Farm, Harrogate
  Road.




GRANTED
  c) ZC24/00638/FUL - Construction of sun-room and minor alterations to fenestration, Rigton 
  Grange, Church Hill.


GRANTED
  d) ZC24/00444/FUL - Proposed alterations to existing chicken coop to create agricultural 
  workshop and machinery store. Fairview Farm, Brackenthwaite Lane.
  




GRANTED
  e) ZC24/00802/FUL - single storey rear extension to create a shower room. Cedar House,
  Crag Lane.



GRANTED
  f) ZC24/00787/DVCON - Application for variation of condition 2 (approved plans) of planning  
  ZC23/03093/FUL - Addition of stone around the existing shed structure, alterations to 
  approved window and door openings, Installation of PV panels to roof. Crimple Lodge Farm,
  Brackenthwaite Lane.


GRANTED 
  Councillors noted and had no comments.
  g) Given the recent NYC communication re “Call for Sites” the Chairman suggested the 
  Parish Council’s planning policy  should be re-visited to ensure it is fit for purpose. The clerk 
  will include as an agenda item.
    6.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) Brackenwell Lane/ Church Hill – Water problem
             The problem with water running from Brackenwell Lane down Church Hill affecting certain  
             properties along the way, as well as the highway, continues. Several attempts have been 
             made by the Parish Council and affected residents over the years, with Yorkshire Water, 
             NYCC Highways and the former Harrogate Borough Council, to identify the cause. 
             Unfortunately, whilst the cause of the problem seems to be a fractured/obstructed pipe, 
             running from Bracken Well serving properties on the Harrogate Road, no authority will accept 
             final responsibility. The Council has received unofficial legal advice that this is likely to be a 
             civil matter and the next steps are under consideration.
             b) Picket Fences – Hall Green Lane. Tim Bennett and Richard Farrar will liaise to arrange 
             installation. The fences have now been constructed.
             c) Potholes. The clerk has again reported the deplorable condition of the road surfaces on 
             Brackenwell Lane and High Moor Road. He will contact NYC Highways again to stress the 
             need for urgent action. The link for residents to report directly such matters to NYC will be 
             added again to the Village News.
       7.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) Village Gala – fixed for 15 June, main arrangements now in place, with the Square and 
             Compass providing pizzas and hot dogs for sale along with the usual bar. The Chairman 
             announced that AVCA had purchased a sound system which will be made available for use by 
             the Parish Council. This means that the Council’s existing sound system can now be retained 
             by the School for its sole use. Councillors authorised the Chairman to purchase two small 
             tables for use at this and future events.

             b) Grass cutting contract (areas within 30mph limit) The contractor had sought a 10% 
             increase but, following discussion with the clerk, an increased of 5% had been agreed. New 
             quotations for this and other contracted services will be sought in November.
             
       8.   Other items
             Items for the next meeting
             a) Possible relocation of the VAS
             b) Sale of the portable generator
         
       9.
 Dates of next meetings:
                      10 July at 7.30pm (St John’s Church) (NB meeting moved from normal date of 3 July)
                        4 September at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                      13 November at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                        8 January 2024 at 7.30pm (St John’s Church) 


 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.20
Signed







Chairman

